
Transition into Year 1 in 
September 2020 
 
 
New Arrangements Due to Covid19 
 
Due to the pandemic we are faced with at this time which has led to school being 
closed to the majority of children for a significant period of time, we have been 
unable to schedule our usual transition days where the children spend time with 
their new teachers in their new classroom.  Therefore, we have put together this 
booklet to provide photos and information about what to expect in September and 
the staff you will be working alongside, with the aim of making the transition from 
Year R to Year 1 as smooth as possible. We have also put together a year group 
transition video which you will find on our school website. Please note that this video 
was made before the government guidance for September opening was released at 
the start of July and so classrooms will look different and we will not be using the 
school hall for large gatherings such as assemblies until it is safe to do so.  
 
New Year 1 classes have been formed following the information provided by 
parents/carers earlier in June and our knowledge of the children. Teachers will also 
be provided with pictures of the children in their new class and information will be 
passed on from previous teachers.  
 
We hope this booklet is useful and if you have any further questions please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  We look forward to meeting you and all of your wonderful children 
starting their new journey in Year 1 come September! 
 

Meet the staff:  
 
Mrs Baker – Key Stage 1 Assistant Head Teacher  
Mrs Mason - Year 1 Leader and 1M Class Teacher 
Mrs Lamb – 1S Class Teacher (Mon-Thurs) 
Mrs Baker – 1S Class Teacher (Fri)  
Mrs Assirati - 1A Class Teacher 
Miss Newman - Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Ali – Teaching Assistant   
Miss Davies – Teaching Assistant  
 
We had hoped to hold a meet and greet the teacher session at the start of term, 
however current government guidelines would suggest that this would be 
inappropriate at this time given the intention that schools should only accommodate 
essential personnel on site.  



In accordance with government guidelines we will be staggering the drop off and 

collection times of year groups from the 3rd September and only one parent/carer 

will be allowed onto the school premises. In order to help the transition and 

ensure that our new safety measures and procedures run smoothly, we will be 

allowing more time in-between year group start times for the first two days. Once 

we have run these new routines and everyone is confident in these procedures, we 

will reduce the amount time between year groups arriving and leaving. There are 

to be no gatherings of parents on the school site or directly outside, and we 

ask that you enter and exit the site as swiftly as possible once you have picked up or 

dropped off your children. We have allocated an entry and exit gate for each year 

group and parents must adhere to these measures in order to keep our school and 

all those present on site safe. Senior leaders will be on hand to ensure that we are 

following our new procedures.  

 

September start times: 

Thursday 3rd September and Friday 4th September  

Time  Year 
group 

IN 
gate/path  

EXIT 
gate/path  

Collection 
time  

IN 
gate/path 

EXIT 
gate/path 

9.00am  Year 1 Children’s 
centre via EY 

playground 

Children’s centre 
via the EY 

playground 

2.45pm Children’s 
centre via EY 

playground 

Children’s centre 
via the EY 

playground 

 

Monday 7th September onwards  

Time  Year 
group 

IN 
gate/path 

EXIT 
gate/path  

Collection 
time  

IN 
gate/path 

EXIT 
gate/path 

8.45am  Year 1 Children’s 

centre via EY 

playground 

Children’s centre 

via the EY 

playground 

2.45pm Children’s 

centre via EY 

playground 

Children’s centre 

via the EY 

playground 

 

 

If you have more than one child attending school we will be in touch with you 

directly in order to make more convenient arrangements for your drop off times. 

 
 
 



When bringing your child to school, please come down the Children’s Centre 

path, round the back of school across the Early Years playground and in through 

your classroom doors. Parents will then be directed to leave the site via the 

Children’s Centre path. To collect your child at the end of the day, again please enter 

the school site using the Children’s Centre path. You will collect your child from your 

their classroom door and exit the same way.   

 

1M         1S & 1A 

Classrooms:  

When you come across the Early Years playground, 1M is first classroom you will 

come to. 1S and 1A are round the corner. We ask that you say goodbye at the door 

for safeguarding reasons and to ensure the drop off of children is as efficient as 

possible under current conditions.  

Government guidance suggests that young children, if kept within a consistent 

‘bubble’, will not be required to social distance. Following this advice, in the autumn 

term the Year 1 classrooms will reflect an Early Years setting and therefore may look 

different to our other classrooms in school.  

Each classroom has a cloakroom for your PE bags,  
coats and lunch boxes which is just outside the  
classroom.  
 

 

 

 

 



It may take a few days to get back into the school routine and being in a new year 

group, and this is ok! We won’t rush things on our return in order to ensure all the 

children feel settled and safe in school. If you have any questions during these first 

few days, please speak to your class teacher who will be able to help. 

 

School Uniform: 

Children will need to wear full school uniform each day. They will need to bring their 

book bag, a water bottle and a coat. Please do not send anything else into school 

other than a snack, lunch and a named water bottle. Please see below for 

information regarding PE kit.  

 

Year 1 Toilets: 

Toilets are not in the Year 1 classrooms but are situated within a close proximity.  

You will be shown where these are when we return to school. There is a girls’ toilet 

and a boys’ toilet.  

  

It is important that everyone behaves sensibly in the toilets and that we always 
wash our hands. 

 

 

Year 1 Playground 

Our Year 1 children play on the Early Years playground 
at break time. Children have their snack in the  
classroom or outside on their playground. They have  
15 minutes for break each morning where 
they will mix with all children in Year 1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



At lunch time break, the Year 1 children will play on the back playground.  
 

 

 

The hall for inside P.E and assemblies: 

Just like when you were in Reception, you will come to 

our school hall for indoor PE lessons and at lunch time.  

We hope that during the year we will be able to 

welcome you back to assemblies which are held in the 

hall but for now those will take place in the classrooms. 

Assemblies will move back to the hall when it is safe to 

do so.  

 

Autumn Term-Year 1:  

The main focus on our return to school will be the wellbeing of our children.  We will 
begin with a more relaxed approach to the timetable in order to enable the children 
to participate in a lot of personal, social and emotional development.   This will allow 
ample opportunities for discussions about ourselves, as well as our experiences 
during the lockdown period, and will ensure we focus on building and developing 
relationships within our new classes, and get to know each other.  We understand 
that every child has had their own experiences during the lockdown and we need to 
tailor our curriculum in order to put the children’s needs first.  We are in the process 
of redesigning the curriculum to ensure we can integrate the children back into 
school life and account for gaps in their learning. We are making the necessary 
adjustments to make sure we are catering for both their academic and pastoral 
needs. We will be focussing on developing their basic skills of reading, writing and 
maths. 
 

The focus in the autumn term will remain on the key principles of the EYFS: Literacy 

and Numeracy skills alongside personal, social and emotional development. As the 

term progresses and as we assess the needs of the pupils, the curriculum will focus 



on the Year 1 National Curriculum objectives. To aid the transition of the children 

into Year 1, especially bearing in mind that some children have not attended school 

since March, the children will learn through a predominately play based curriculum 

with rich opportunities to investigate and explore. Pupils will continue to work with 

the teacher in small groups for certain tasks, as they will have done in Reception, 

alongside carefully planned play opportunities.   

Our Year 1 children are very lucky to have some wonderful outdoor areas and these 

will be used on a daily basis to provide further opportunities to enrich the 

curriculum.  

 

Reading & Phonics  

Children’s reading and phonics will be assessed on our return to school and we will 

match reading level books with their phonic ability.  You will be notified of the book 

band colour which is most suitable and the children will be given a book to take 

home. In Year 1 we aim to build up independence and responsibility and once they 

are ready, we will be encouraging them to be responsible for choosing their own 

book to take home to read from a given selection.  By giving children the ownership 

to choose which book they want to read, we hope they experience the fun and 

excitement reading offers.  Children can change their book daily, every couple of 

days or once they have read it.  We encourage reading to occur at least 3 times a 

week. Phonics lessons will continue to be taught daily in Year 1. An introduction to 

guided reading, where a group of children will be heard read by a teacher or 

teaching assistant, will take place for those children who are ready for it during the 

autumn term. By the end of the autumn term, all pupils will be heard read at least 

once a week as part of a guided reading group.  

Teachers will be collecting in school reading books during the first few days so that 

these can be cleaned and redistributed. Please ensure you have a good search 

around your house for any school books your child has had at home since before we 

went into lockdown.  

 

Writing  

In Autumn 1, children will be encouraged to and opportunities will be provided for 

independent writing as part of the play based curriculum. Small group writing tasks 

will also be taught weekly by the teacher or teaching assistant in order to teach 

specific skills. We will incorporate daily handwriting practice into our routine and 

there will be lots opportunities to develop children’s fine motor skills, such as dough 

disco, which will also aid their writing development.  

 

 



Maths 

In Year 1, children will be taught Maths using the Maths No Problem scheme. We 

use this in school all the way up to Year 4.  The scheme has the concrete-pictorial-

abstract (CPA) method at its heart which encourages children to use and discover 

through the use of equipment (concrete – such as cubes or tens and ones blocks).  

They then progress to representing this in picture form (pictorial) and finally moving 

on to the concrete stage which uses mathematical symbols (abstract). This approach 

gives the pupils the opportunity to deepen their understanding of maths and we 

have adapted the scheme to include our own challenges during the lessons so that 

all pupils are challenged to think harder and deeper. In Year 1, children will also 

spend time weekly, learning number facts such as number bonds to ten, doubles 

and near doubles and addition and subtraction facts. The facts your child will be 

learning will be sent home at the start of every half term so you can work on them 

at home. The children will be quizzed on the facts weekly so that your class teacher 

can see the progress they are making and plan accordingly for the children.  

 

MOE (Mantle of the Expert) 

At Oak Hill our curriculum is delivered through a drama based approach. Each half 

term the children become experts in a chosen field such as publishers, construction 

workers, historians, zoologists or estate agents, for example. They are tasked with 

completing projects by a client that relate to their field of expertise. As part of their 

MOE topic the children will be sent various tasks from their client which they will 

need to carry out in order to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills. 

Each MOE ends in a ‘Fabulous Finish’ where the children celebrate their 

achievements and present their work to their client.  

 

Communication Books 

As with Reception, children in Year 1 will be given a communication book. If you 

have any messages you would like to pass on. E.g. appointments, different collection 

arrangements, please add them to this book. Likewise, we will communicate 

messages home to you in these books.  We collect and check these daily. 

 

Letters home 

If you send a letter in your child’s book bag, please remind them to hand it in. We 

will give reminders each morning, but we will not check book bags daily.    

 

 

 



The Zone Board  

Across the school, we use the Zone Board as a behaviour management system. This 

will be familiar to the children, however there are some slight changes to rewards 

and sanctions in Year 1. If you reach gold zone, you will go to visit Miss Kelly to 

share your work and receive a raffle ticket.  Miss Kelly then randomly chooses raffle 

tickets out in Gold Book Assemblies for children to experience a chance to win a 

prize if they have been in the Gold Zone.  If you are unfortunately placed in red 

zone, you will miss 10 minutes of your Friday Challenge time and parents will be 

informed. Friday Challenge time is an afternoon reward for all those children who 

have remained in green zone or above all week. Children have the choice of several 

different activities to choose from, including cooking, yoga, multi-sports, dance, 

drama, craft and many more across the year. Please refer to our behaviour policy on 

our website if you require more information on the Zone Board. 

 

 

PE Kits   

We understand there are a number of PE kits still in school. These will be sent home 

on our first day back. Please ensure these are washed and ready to be returned to 

school at the beginning of the week beginning 7th September as the children will 

need them during this week as PE lessons begin.  

 

Water Bottles  

Again, we have several water bottles left in school and these will be sent home on 

the first day. Please ensure your child brings in an alternative bottle for Thursday 3rd 

September until their water bottle can be disinfected and returned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Baker 
KS1 Assistant Head Teacher 

I have been working at Oak Hill for 6 years. I 

am excited to be leading Key Stage 1 again this 

year and I’m really looking forward to teaching 

in Year 1 with Mrs Lamb.   I lead English across 

the school and you may recognise me from 

when I have been in your classrooms during 

Reception to see your fantastic reading and 

writing work. I look forward to seeing you all 

make fantastic progress this year! 

I love reading and can often be found with my 

head in a book. I also enjoy baking cakes, 

swimming, going for long walks and spending 

time with my family. 

 

 

Mrs Mason 
Year Leader and 1M Class Teacher 

My name is Mrs Mason.  I have been 

teaching at Oak Hill for 7 years, and 

teaching for even longer than that!  I 

have two children of my own at home 

and a dog called Harry. I love to read 

and tell silly stories, adding voices to 

make it even more fun, singing along to 

songs and having a colourful interesting 

classroom.  I like teaching many 

different lessons from History to 

English.  I hope you are ready to learn 

many new things together and have fun 

along the way. I am looking forward to 

you joining Team 1M and working with 

new friends. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Mrs Lamb 
1S Class Teacher (Mon – Thurs) 

Many of you will have already seen me 

around the school as I have been working 

at Oak Hill for the past 6 years. I have 

taught in KS1 and KS2 and I’m very excited 

for our new adventure this year. 

I really enjoy teaching all areas of the 

curriculum but my favourite thing to do is 

to read! I love spending time with my 

family at home; my daughter Georgia 

loves Disney!  My family live in Liverpool 

so I try to spend weekends up there 

visiting everybody when I can! I am really 

looking forward to meeting you in 

September. 

 

Mrs Assirati 
1A Class Teacher 

Most of you will remember me from last 

year teaching in RA.  I feel very lucky to be 

able to move up to Year One and get to 

know more of you. I have worked at Oak Hill 

for two years in Reception and am very 

excited to be heading back to Year One 

where I have spent most of my teaching 

career. I love the summer months of the 

year and being outside.  I don’t like winter as 

it is cold and I don’t like going out in the 

snow! Something I like to do when I have 

enough time is reading a book.  I like 

different books especially children’s books.  

One of my favourite authors is Julia 

Donaldson. 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Newman 
Teaching Assistant 

I have been working at Oak Hill for 8 

years, and have supported children 

across the school in all subjects. I have 

spent the past 3 years happily supporting 

children in Year 1 which I really enjoy. 

At home I love spending family time with 

my 3 teenage children. I have a dog called 

Buster and a pet snake. I also enjoy going 

to the theatre. 

I am really looking forward to meeting 

you all, helping to make you feel 

welcome and safe and getting to know 

everyone. 

Mrs Ali 
Teaching Assistant 

 
Hello! I’ve been working at Oak Hill 
since February this year. I used to 

work in a bank, but decided to have a 
change in career so started to help 
and work in local schools, which I 

really enjoy.  
I have a young son aged 8 who is an 

avid football supporter and loves 
gardening.  

I am looking forward to seeing all 
your smiley faces in September! 

 



 

 

Miss Davies 
Teaching Assistant 

 
Hello.  I have been at Oak Hill for two and a 

bit years and have worked throughout the 

school, supporting children in all year 

groups in a range of lessons.  I also help 

with breakfast and lunch bunch at the 

Children's Centre.  I do lots of work with 

children in small groups like play therapy, 

conquering literacy and precision teaching 

and many more. I am always here to talk to 

and help you in class or on the playground. 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

I also love dogs and love to read a good 

book! 


